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Dear Students: 

 

Welcome!  You are well on your way to an experience that will be one of the high points in your academic 

career. As a result of this experience in Germany, we expect that you will grow and change in many different 

ways.  Your German language skills will improve dramatically; you will gain many insights into a new 

culture; and you will learn much about yourself and your home culture.  You will, in fact, be part of a special 

group of university students in the United States -- less than three percent of all undergraduates in our 

colleges and universities study in another country.  Think of the potential for your future career!  

 

The Oregon University System (OUS) International Programs Office, based at Oregon State University, 

works cooperatively with each of the other public universities throughout our state to make these 

international opportunities available to all students in the OUS.  In addition, we have signed agreements with 

Pacific University and Willamette University to enable students from those universities to participate in the 

Germany program. 

 

We have prepared this orientation booklet with the assistance of resident directors, faculty, and students who 

have been involved in our foreign study programs.  Its purpose is to guide you through the required 

paperwork and program procedures as smoothly as possible and to answer some of the many questions you 

may have about studying in Germany. Try to follow the various instructions and pieces of advice; they 

represent the experience of many people. 

 

Keep in mind that some procedures may differ slightly on each of the campuses so there may be variations on 

particular items in this handbook.  Your Campus Contact can help you with your home campus issues and 

answer questions that may arise.  (See addresses on previous pages.) It's likely that you have already spoken 

with your Campus Contact as you gathered application materials and information about the program. 

 

Every attempt is made to ensure the completeness and accuracy of the information; however, international 

study is an extremely personal experience and what applies to one person may not apply to another.  

Attempts have been made to reflect a variety of viewpoints.  Take advantage of the opportunity to speak with 

past program participants for more information, but remember that the experience you are about to have will 

be unique to you. 

 

While you are abroad, we encourage you to write to us if you have questions, problems, or concerns with 

which we can help you.  We will answer your questions as quickly as possible.  We even like to hear from 

you if you just want to say hello.  Although we cannot write to each of you while you are away, we are in 

constant contact with your Resident Director, and we are concerned for your welfare. Our staff works 

year-round to give you the best educational opportunity overseas that we can.  In return, we expect you to 

give your best and learn the most from your experience. 

 

We send you off with high hopes and best wishes.  We hope you find your time overseas to be one of the 

most exciting and challenging experiences of your life. 

 

Sincerely, 

     
Marit Legler     Leslie Lundborg    

Director      Program Assistant 

OUS Programs in Germany   OUS International Programs in Europe 

   

     
 

Maria Davila-Ash    Pam Roberts 

Financial Officer      Billing Coordinator 

OUS International Programs    OUS International Programs 
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USEFUL ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS 

 

OUS Program Office, Corvallis 
 

Program Director 
 

Marit Legler  

OUS International Programs  

444 Snell Hall  

Oregon State University 

Corvallis, OR  97331-1642  

Tel:  541-737-3772 

Fax:   541-737-6482  

Email: marit.legler@ous.edu 

 Program Assistant 
 

Leslie Lundborg 

OUS International Programs  

444 Snell Hall  

Oregon State University 

Corvallis, OR  97331-1642  

Tel: 541-737-6465 

Fax: 541-737-6482 

Email: leslie.lundborg@ous.edu 

 
Billing Coordinator  
 

Pam Roberts 

OUS International Programs 

444 Snell Hall 

Oregon State University 

Corvallis, OR  97331-1642 

Tel: 541-737-6466 

Fax: 541-737-6482 

Email: pam.roberts@oregonstate.edu 

  

Your Academic Advisor 
 

Please write in your advisorôs addressé 

 

Oregon Study Center, Baden-Württemberg 
 

OUS Resident Director 
 

Silvia Kunze-Ritter 

Oregon Study Center 

Universität Tübingen 

Wilhelmstr. 9 

72074 Tübingen 

GERMANY 

Tel: 011-49-7071-297-7491 

Cell: 011-49-1-71-32-02-114 

Fax: 011-49-7071-295404 

E-mail: silvia.kunze-ritter@uni-tuebingen.de 

 

 

mailto:silvia.kunze-ritter@uni-tuebingen.de
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OUS and Private Partner Campus Contacts 
 

Portland State University 

 

Andrea Price 

Office of International Affairs 

PO Box 751, East Hall 101  

Portland State University 

Portland, OR  97207  

Tel:  503-725-5076 

FAX:   503-725-5065 

Email: pricea@pdx.edu 

 University of Oregon 

 

Cari Vanderkar Moore  

Office of International Programs  

330 Oregon Hall  

University of Oregon 

Eugene, OR  97403  

Tel:  541-346-1209  

FAX:  541-346-1232  

Email: cvanderk@uoregon.edu 
 

Southern Oregon University  
 

Jen Yockey  

International Programs  

Stevenson Union, Room 321  

Southern Oregon University 

Ashland, OR 97520  

Tel:  541-552-8334 

Fax:  541-552-8195 

Email: yockeyj@sou.edu 

 Western Oregon University  
 

Michele Price 

Study Abroad and International Exchanges 

APS 501 

Western Oregon University 

Monmouth, OR 97361 

Tel:  503-838-8905 

Fax:  503-838-8435 

Email: pricemv@wou.edu 
   
Eastern Oregon University  
 

Janet Camp 

International Programs  

Inlow Hall 106 

Eastern Oregon University 

La Grande, OR  97850 

Tel: 541-962-3406 

Fax: 541-962-3618 

Email: jcamp@eou.edu 

 
Pacific University 
 

Stephen Prag 

International Programs 

Pacific University 

2043 College Way 

Forest Grove, OR  97116 

Tel: (503) 352-2084 

Fax: (503) 352-2970 

E-mail:  sprag@pacificu.edu 

Willamette University 

 
Kris Lou 

International Education and Off-Campus Studies 

Willamette University 

900 State Street 

Salem, OR 97301-3922 

Tel:  (503) 375-5493 

Fax: (503) 370-6565 

Email:  klou@willamette.edu 
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International Offices at Baden-Württemberg Universities 

 
Universität Freiburg  
Akademisches Auslandsamt 

Fahnenbergplatz 

79085 Freiburg 

GERMANY 

 

Universität Hohenheim 
Akademisches Auslandsamt 

Schloss-Str. 1 

70593 Stuttgart-Hohenheim 

GERMANY 
 

Universität Konstanz 
Auslandsreferat 

Universitätstr. 10 

78464 Konstanz 

GERMANY 
 

Universität Stuttgart  
Internationale Angelegenheiten 

Pfaffenwaldring 60 (IZ) 
70569 Stuttgart 

GERMANY 
 

Universität Ulm 
Albert-Einstein-Allee 5 

89081 Ulm 

GERMANY 

 

 

 Universität  Heidelberg 
Akademisches Auslandsamt 

Seminarstr. 2 

69117 Heidelberg 

GERMANY 

 

Universität Karlsruh e 
Akademisches Auslandsamt 

Adenauerring 2 

76131 Karlsruhe 
GERMANY 

 

Universität Mannheim 
Akademisches Auslandsamt 

L 9,6 

68131 Mannheim 

GERMANY 

 

Universität  Tübingen 
Dezernat für Internationale Beziehungen 

Wilhelmstr. 9 

72074 Tübingen 

GERMANY 
 

Pädagogische Hochschule Ludwigsburg 
Akademisches Auslandsamt 

Postfach 220 

71602 Ludwigsburg 

GERMANY 
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EMERGENCY CONTACT IN FORMATION  
 

No one can guarantee your absolute safety while youôre abroad any more than we can guarantee your 

safety on your home campus.  Be assured, however, that we have taken precautions and routinely 

monitor information about the issues and conditions in the locales where you will study.  Throughout 

this handbook you will find a range of advice to help you have a safe and productive year.  

 

Below, please find an emergency contact list for the OUS Germany program.  This serves as a partial 

list of resources available to you.  You may also find it helpful to note other emergency contact 

numbers including family members and the number of the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate for areas 

where you may travel. 

 

1.  Please ensure your own safety first.  In case of emergency while you are in Germany, dial 110, 

the emergency number for all of Germany. 112 is the common European Union emergency 

helpline. You can call it from anywhere within the EU. 

 

As a participant in an OUS study abroad program, you will be enrolled in the Wells Fargo 

Insurance Services Plan (formerly Acordia Somerton Insurance) (see insurance section on 

pages 61-63).  The Wells Fargo Insurance Services Plan has two distinct components: 

medical insurance policy and global emergency assistance services.  Medical insurance 

reimbursement claims may be filed after service and payment are rendered.  Global 

emergency assistance services, however, must be arranged by AIG Travel Assist before 

services are rendered.  These services include English language medical consultation, 

hospital admissions guarantee, medical evacuation, and more.  Please familiarize yourself 

with the services of AIG Travel Assist. The contact information for the AIG Travel Assist 

Operations Center is: 

 

1 (800) 626-2427 (toll-free within the United States) 

1 (713) 267-2525 (outside the United States) 

 

E-mail: aigtacallcentersupervisors@aig.com 

 

IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER!!!! ALL GLOBAL EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 

SERVICES MUST BE ARRANGED AND PROVIDED BY AIG Travel Assist.  NO 

CLAIMS FOR REIMBURSEMENT WILL BE ACCEPTED.  

 

2. Contact Silvia Kunze-Ritter in the Oregon Study Center in Tübingen (see page 9) 

 

3. In the unlikely event that Silvia Kunze-Ritter is unavailable, please feel free to contact the 

OUS Germany Program Director in the United States: 

 

Marit Legler :       Office Tel: 1-541-737-3772 

                              Cell phone: 1-541-908-4520 

      E-mail: marit.legler@ous.edu 
 

        

mailto:customerservice3@aig.com
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BEFORE YOU GO 
 
 

Registration on Your Home Campus for Your Term(s) Abroad 
 

EOU, PSU, SOU, UO, and WOU Students 
 

You do not need to go through the standard registration process on your home campus for the terms 

you will be abroad. The Study Abroad Office on your campus will register you as a full -time 

student for each term that you are abroad, using a "generic" course number(s) as a place-saver until 

your study abroad grade report is received listing your actual courses/credits. 

 

Once all course equivalencies have been established, all the specific courses/credits - as approved 

on your campus- will appear on your home university transcript and the grades you earn will be 

counted in your GPA.   Please be aware that it can take one to three terms for your study abroad 

courses and grades to show up on your home campus transcript.  Because the courses you take 

abroad are not a regular part of the home campus curriculum, each course must be approved by the 

appropriate department on your campus. This course equivalency process takes time, especially if 

you are taking courses abroad that have not been reviewed and approved before.   (For more 

information, see ñAcademicsò in the ñWhile Youôre Thereò chapter.)   

 

Your OUS campus will assess you a registration or study abroad fee for each term that you are 

abroad. The amount of this fee differs from campus to campus, but it will likely be in the range of 

$250-$350/term. (See ñBilling Proceduresò for your campus in the ñFinancesò chapter, for details.) 

 

OSU Students 
 

The OSU Office of International Degree and Education Abroad will email your ONID Account the 

proper CRN every term you are abroad and it will be your responsibility to REGISTER YOURSELF 

through Online Services https://adminfo.ucsadm.oregonstate.edu/prod/twbkwbis.P_WWWLogin. You 

will register yourself with the proper CRN provided to you from Abroad.Registration@oregonstate.edu 

each term you are abroad, so keep checking your ONID account.  

 

If you are on a semester or year-long program and will receive 2 or 3 terms worth of credits at 

OSU, you will need to register for the CRN provided to you each term you are abroad as the 

CRN will change from the previous term. This CRN is a place holder and does not show the actual 

courses you are taking abroad. If you need your PIN number, contact your ACADEMIC advisor. 

 

If you have a registration hold on your account (due to an outstanding balance, for example), you 

must address that as soon as possible as the hold prevents you from registering.  

 

If you fail to register while abroad, you will receive no OSU credit for your courses.   Also, please 

note that financial aid will NOT be disbursed until you are registered. If you register after the first 

day of classes at OSU (while abroad) you will be charged a late registration fee of $50. 

 

First day of classes for the 2009-2010 academic year: 

 

Summer term begins June 22 

Fall term begins September 28 

Winter term begins January 4 

Spring term begins March 29 

 

https://adminfo.ucsadm.oregonstate.edu/prod/twbkwbis.P_WWWLogin
mailto:Abroad.Registration@oregonstate.edu
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Once we receive your grade report from abroad with the actual courses you have taken ï and once 

all necessary course equivalencies have been established ï your OSU transcript will be changed to 

reflect your actual courses and credit load.  The grades you earn will be counted in your GPA.  

 

Please be aware that it can take one to three terms for your study abroad courses and grades to 

show up on your OSU transcript.  Because the courses you take abroad are not a regular part of the 

OSU curriculum, each course must be approved by the appropriate department on your campus. 

This course equivalency process takes time, especially if you are taking courses abroad that have 

not been reviewed and approved before.   (For more information, see ñAcademicsò in the ñWhile 

Youôre Thereò chapter.)    

 

OSU will assess you a registration or study abroad fee for each term that you are abroad (currently 

$300/term). (See ñOSU Billing Proceduresò in the ñFinancesò chapter, for details.)ò 

 

Graduation 
 

If you are graduating, you should plan to graduate at least one term after you return to your home 

university. We typically do not receive academic records from your overseas program until the 

term following your program abroad.  Be sure to inform your Campus Contact that you intend to 

graduate shortly after the completion of your program so that the course equivalency and 

transcripting process can be expedited.   

 

You should also apply for graduation before you leave for your study abroad program. 

 

Academic Preparation 
 
It is very important that you meet with your academic advisor before leaving for Germany.  While 

all courses taken at the Baden-Württemberg universities are guaranteed credit at the OUS 

institution through which you will be enrolled, this guaranteed credit does not necessarily mean 

that the courses fulfill either college or major requirements for graduation.  Some departments, for 

instance, require that students take a certain number of upper-division courses on campus to meet 

degree requirements.  Be prepared to have your advisor tell you that he/she does not know exactly 

how your courses in Germany will be applied to your degree.  The courses in Germany are 

different than those courses on your home campus; therefore, unless an equivalency already exists, 

the advisor cannot guarantee that the courses will count towards your degree.  It will be your 

responsibility to complete any necessary course equivalency forms to send back to your home 

campus. 

 

Language Preparation 
 

It is a good idea to start polishing your German language skills before your departure.  Begin 

reading for pleasure in German (i.e., novels, newspapers, and magazines), and start practicing 

German OUT LOUD, even if this means talking to yourself.  Try tape recording yourself so that 

you can hear your mistakes and your strengths.  Locate groups of German-speaking students and 

practice your conversational skills.  In addition to improving your conversation skills, review verb 

conjugations and expand your vocabulary. One method is to write verb conjugations or vocabulary 

words on flash cards and carry them with you to practice and memorize while waiting in lines, in 

between classes, during study breaks, etc. 
 

You need also to get your ears accustomed to listening to the language.  University language labs 

or the local library have language tapes, CDs and DVDs available.  Listen to German music, poetry 

readings, or news broadcasts.  Attend local showings of German films or rent German videos.  In 

this way, you can become more familiar with German culture and more sensitive to the rhythms 

and intonations of the language at the same time.   
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It is also important to continue to work on your language skills throughout your stay in Germany.  

While you will be exposed to German on a daily basis, your ability to understand spoken German 

and to express yourself orally and in writing will be greatly enhanced if you seriously make an 

effort to improve your listening comprehension (radio, TV, films, conversations), to build your 

vocabulary, and to express yourself.  It wonôt happen by osmosis.  It requires a constant and 

conscious effort on your part. 

 

Cultural Preparation 
 
Besides attending the orientation and talking with students who have studied in Germany, doing 

some reading about Germany and cultural issues is an invaluable tool for adjusting to the cultural, 

social, economic, and environmental differences you are about to experience. The following 

bibliography and website list provides a list of suggested readings and links to sites with good 

information on all aspects of life in Germany, which can help you prepare for the new country and 

culture that awaits you. 

 

Other ways to prepare include meeting students here in Oregon on exchange from Germany and 

seeking their advice on "do's and don'ts" while in Germany.  In addition, many OUS campuses 

have European Student Associations and/or International Student Associations.  You might want to 

contact either of these groups to meet international students, if you haven't already, and begin to 

discover what it's like to be a "stranger in a strange land."  If you need "cultural informants," 

contact your International Education office or your German professors. 

 

A Short Bibliography 
 

Flippo, Hyde.  The German Way: Aspects of Behavior, Attitudes and Customs in the German  
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Publications, 2001. 

 

Nees, Greg.  Germany:  Unraveling an Enigma.  Intercultural Press, 2000.  

    

Let's Go: Europe. Harvard Student Agencies. 
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Websites 
 

Travel and Transportation 

 

German train information (Deutsche Bahn): http://www.bahn.de  (click on ñEnglishò for an 
English version) 

 

 Airfare Hotline of America:  www.discount-airfare.com 

 

 STA Travel: http://www.statravel.com 

 

 Youth Hostel website: http://www.hiayh.org  

 

Baden-Württemberg Universities and Cities 

 

 Oregon Study Center website:  http://www.uni-tuebingen.de/intrel/oscg 

 

Freiburg:     http://www.uni-freiburg.de  

     http://www.sli.uni-freiburg.de 

      http://www.freiburg-online.de 

 

Heidelberg:   http://www.uni-heidelberg.de/ 

       http://www.uni-heidelberg.de/zentral/isz/D_Kontakt.html 

       http://www.idf.uni-heidelberg.de 

 http://www.cvb-heidelberg.de 

 

 Hohenheim:  http://www.uni-hohenheim.de 

      http://www.uni-hohenheim.de/i3v/00022000/00197041.htm 

 

Karlsruhe:    http://www.uni-karlsruhe.de/Uni 

     http://www.spz.uni-karlsruhe.de 

     http://www.karlsruhe.de/Tourismus/index.php3 

 

Konstanz:     http://www.uni-konstanz.de  

     http://www.uni-konstanz.de/|ZE/SLI 

 

Ludwigsburg: http://www.ph-ludwigsburg.de/ 

   http://www.ludwigsburg.de/ 

 

Mannheim:   http://www.uni-mannheim.de  

     http://www.uni-mannheim.de/aaa/download/incoming/ProgrammHP.pdf 

      http://www.tourist-mannheim.de 

 

Stuttgart:     http://www.uni-stuttgart.de 

     http://www.uni-stuttgart.de/sz 

http://www.bahn.de/
http://www.discount-airfare.com/
http://www.statravel.com/
http://www.hiayh.org/
http://www.uni-tuebingen.de/intrel/oscg
http://www.uni-freiburg.de/
http://www.sli.uni-freiburg.de/
http://www.freiburg-online.de/
http://www.uni-heidelberg.de/
http://www.uni-heidelberg.de/zentral/isz/D_Kontakt.html
http://www.idf.uni-heidelberg.de/
http://www.cvb-heidelberg.de/
http://www.uni-hohenheim.de/
http://www.uni-hohenheim.de/i3v/00022000/00197041.htm
http://www.uni-karlsruhe.de/Uni
http://www.spz.uni-karlsruhe.de/
http://www.karlsruhe.de/Stadtraum
http://www.uni-konstanz.de/
http://www.uni-konstanz.de/|ZE/SLI
http://www.ph-ludwigsburg.de/
http://www.ludwigsburg.de/
http://www.uni-mannheim.de/
http://www.uni-mannheim.de/aaa/download/incoming/ProgrammHP.pdf
http://www.tourist-mannheim.de/
http://www.uni-stuttgart.de/
http://www.uni-stuttgart.de/sz
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     http://www.stuttgart.de/sde/menu/frame/top_11021.htm 

     http://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/index_ENG.htm 

 

Tübingen :    University of Tübingen:  http://www.uni-tuebingen.de   

   ñDeutsch als Fremdsprache und Interkulturelle Programmeò:  

     http://www.uni-tuebingen.de/isp/index.html 

     City of Tübingen and surrounding area info:  

                     http://www.cityinfonetz.de 

   http://www.tuebingen.com/index.html 

   http://www.tuepps.de/  (YouTube Photo Show of Tuebingen) 

   http://www.tuebingen.com/rundg/index.html (virtual tour and PowerPoint show) 

 

      Ulm:    http://www.uni-ulm.de 

     http://www.zsp.uni-ulm.de 

     http://www.ulm.de/index_flash.html 

 

General Information on Germany 

 

German embassy and information center link:  http://www.germany.info 

 

German National Tourist Board:  http://www.germany-tourism.de or www.dzt.de 

 

Germany news magazine published by Federal Foreign Office:  www.magazine-deutschland.de 

 

Comprehensive handbook with data and facts on Germany:  www.tatsachen-ueber-

deutschland.de 

 

Official portal of the Federal Republic of Germany:  www.deutschland.de 

 

Official statistics on Germany and Germans from the Federal Statistical Office:  

www.destatis.de 

 

Useful information on everyday life in Germany:  www.handbuch-deutschland.de (might be 

under construction) 

 

Financial Information 

 

U.S./foreign currency conversion information:  http://www.oanda.com 

 

Information on the EURO:  http://europa.eu.int 

 

German Media Resources 

 

Deutsche Welle, Germanyôs international broadcaster with programs for radio, television, and 

the internet:  http://www.dwworld.de/english 

 

German television program guide: http://www.tvtoday.de 

 

 Arte, the Franco-German television programme: www.arte-tv.com 

 

 The German weekly news-magazine Der Spiegel: www.spiegel.de 

 

 The German press agency:  www.dpa.de 

http://www.stuttgart.de/sde/menu/frame/top_11021.htm
http://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/index_ENG.htm
http://www.uni-tuebingen.de/
http://www.uni-tuebingen.de/isp/index.html
http://www.cityinfonetz.de/
http://www.tuebingen.com/index.html
http://www.tuepps.de/
http://www.tuebingen.com/rundg/index.html
http://www.uni-ulm.de/
http://www.zsp.uni-ulm.de/
http://www.telebus.de/
http://www.germany.info/
http://www.germany-tourism.de/
http://www.dzt.de/
http://www.magazine-deutschland.de/
http://www.tatsachen-ueber-deutschland.de/
http://www.tatsachen-ueber-deutschland.de/
http://www.deutschland.de/
http://www.destatis.de/
http://www.handbuch-deutschland.de/
http://www.oanda.com/
http://europa.eu.int/
http://www.dwworld.de/english
http://www.tvtoday.de/
http://www.arte-tv.com/
http://www.spiegel.de/
http://www.dpa.de/
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Academic and Research Resources 

 

 German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) ï awards scholarships to promote exchange of 

 students and researchers: www.daad.org 

 

 Goethe Institute:  http://www.goethe.de 

 

Government Websites: 

 

 Official Federal Government website with links to all Federal Ministries:  

 www.bundesregierung.de 

 

 The Federal Foreign Office, with information on German foreign policy and international 

 affairs:  www.auswaertiges-amt.de 

 

 The Bundestag, the first chamber of German Parliament, composed of members who are 

 directly elected by the German people:  www.bundestag.de 

 

 The Bundesrat, the second chamber of German Parliament, which represents the interests of 

 the Federal States:  www.bundesrat.de 

 

 Germanyôs e-government portal:  www.bund.de 

 

What to Take 
 

You will no doubt be in a quandary as to what to take with you and what to leave at home.  What to 

pack is a personal matter and your decisions will reflect your tastes.  Below are a few general hints 

and suggestions which may help you meet this challenge of preparation. 

 

First and most importantly, you must TRAVEL LIGHT!   Remember, everything you pack, you 

have to carry and eventually bring back.  So to ease your burden, pack only the essentials.  You'll 

be surprised at how much you can do without.  Donôt bring along the things you don't use in the 

States; you won't use them in Germany either.  This advice may seem self-evident, but take a hard 

look at what you've assembled and decide if you'll really need or use it before you pack it. Leave 

room also for the items you will wish to buy in Germany and bring back with you.  

 

With few exceptions, most of the things you use in daily life in the States are available in Germany. 

You will find it fun to experiment with new brands and foods when you can't find your standard 

fare.   

 

Here are some things to think about as you pack your bags... 

 

Luggage 
 

Many past participants recommend that you bring one large suitcase with wheels and a good-size 

backpack.  This is easier to deal with than multiple bags, even three of them.  Anything that is not a 

backpack should be on wheels!   Check with your airline about weight and size restrictions.  A 

backpack is an excellent idea, especially for train travel.  Many manufacturers make packs that 

convert into luggage when you need to check them as suitcases. 

 

It is a good idea to take some "essentials" along in your carry-on bag in case your luggage doesn't 

arrive with you. These essentials might include toothbrush, change of socks and underwear, 

medication, etc.  Be sure to inform yourself of any new restrictions that may exist for carry-on 

luggage (items youôre not allowed to carry onto a plane, size, etc.). 

http://www.daad.org/
http://www.goethe.de/
http://www.bundesregierung.de/
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/
http://www.bundestag.de/
http://www.bundesrat.de/
http://www.bund.de/
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Important papers as well as money should be kept in your carry-on luggage.  Photocopies of these 

important documents should be packed in a separate piece of luggage.  You might also consider 

buying or making a money belt or pouch (the type that goes around your waist rather than around 

your neck is recommended by past participants). 

 

Make sure that your carry-on bag and your luggage have proper identification tags on them.  Since 

you probably won't know your permanent Germany address until you arrive, put the Oregon Study 

Center Address on your luggage tags (see page 9).   

 

We also recommend that you put an address label on the inside of each of your suitcases.  This can 

be helpful if your luggage is damaged and/or the luggage tag on the outside of the suitcase is lost.  

  

Important Documents 
 

It is very important that you carry all of your documents and THIS BOOKLET in your CARRY-ON 

piece of luggage.  Be sure to photocopy all documents and keep them separate from the originals. 

  

Ç Airline tickets   
 

Ç Passport -- Your passport will be your main piece of identification while you're in Europe.  

You'll need it to enter the country, to open a bank account, to cash a check, and to buy a   

plane ticket, among other things.  Don't pack it in your suitcase!  Keep it handy when        

youôre traveling.  

 

Make a photocopy of your passport and keep it separate from your passport.  Having this 

photocopy on-hand will facilitate replacing your passport in case of loss or theft. You may 

also wish to leave a photocopy of your passport with a friend or family member in the U.S. 

 

Ç Residence Permit - U.S. citizens do not need visas to enter Germany; a U.S. passport is all 

that is necessary.    You will need to obtain a residence permit (an ñAufenthaltserlaubnisò) 

in order to live in Germany for a semester or year, and the Resident Director or the 

Auslandsamt at your university will instruct you on how to apply for it once you've arrived.  

Holders of non-U.S. passports must check with the German consulate before leaving the 

U.S. to determine if other rules apply to them.  Also, students living in the U.S. on student 

visas must check with their campus international student advisor to determine if an extended 

stay outside the U.S. will jeopardize their visa status. 

 

*  Program Acceptance Letter -- This letter has been useful for those students whoôve 

purchased only a one-way ticket and who were questioned by customs officials at the 

German border. 

 

Ç Money ï It is not necessary to convert a lot cash into Euros before you leave the U.S.  We 

recommend having a debit card with a VISA symbol on it for your spending money in 

Germany and such cards can be used in airports and train stations very easily. A debit card 

from a U.S. bank will allow you ready access to cash from the ATMs in Germany at a 

favorable exchange rate. There may be a charge for this ï check with your bank. To 

minimize charges, you can withdraw large sums few times rather than small sums several 

times.  Travelerôs checks are a good idea also, but they can only be changed during business 

hours, not Saturday afternoons or Sundays.  You might want to bring just a limited amount 

in travelerôs checks to use as ñemergency moneyò as youôll find using a debit card more 

user- friendly. (See ñPersonal Financesò section later in this handbook for more 

information.)     

 

 

Travel tip: 

Since it isnôt 

possible to 

purchase Euro 

coins in the 

States before 

you leave, itôs a 

good idea to 

cash some bills 

as soon as you 

arrive in 

Germany.  You 

might need 

small change 

for bus fare, 

train ticket 

machines, 

snacks on 

trains, pay 

toilets, etc. 
A tip about carrying money when you travel: put it in less 

obvious places than your purse or wallet, particularly when 

visiting large cities or in train stations and airports.  You 

might want to purchase a money belt (not good for quick 

access to your cash) or a pouch that hangs around your neck 

and can be tucked inside your shirt.  
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Ç  Contact Information ï Bring with you addresses and telephone numbers of everyone you 

may need to contact (friends, banks, university offices, academic advisers, etc.). 

 

Ç  Emergency medical information -- Type up the following emergency medical 

information and keep the information with your passport when you travel:  

 

× Allergies to foods and medications 

× Dietary restrictions 

× Current medications and dosages 

× Blood type 

× Immunization history (tetanus inoculations, etc.) 

× Chronic ailments 

× Type of health insurance and policy number 

× A person to contact in case of emergency (name, phone number, addresses, etc.) 

× Address and telephone number of the Oregon Study Center in Tübingen 

× Students who have allergies or who have potentially serious medical conditions are 

strongly advised to purchase and wear a medical alert bracelet 

  

Ç Prescriptions -- Be sure to take prescriptions for eyeglasses, contacts, contraceptives, and 

medications.  If you are on a regular prescription, take a supply that will last for your entire stay 

if possible, and be sure the medication is in its original container.  Take a note from your doctor 

explaining your medical condition and medications, and have your doctor give you the generic 

name of your medication in case you need this information while you are abroad. 

 

Ç Inoculations ï No inoculations are required of U.S. citizens entering Germany, but students 

attending the University of Freiburg might check into an inoculation against Lyme disease once 

in Germany.  The disease-carrying ticks are apparently a problem in the Freiburg area.  The 

vaccines available in the U.S. are not effective against the European variety of the disease. 

 

Ç University Catalog/Department Advising Sheets   -- Take photocopied sections of your entry 

year university catalog which you think will be useful when you meet with the Resident 

Director for advising on course selection, equivalencies, etc. Keep a copy of your advising 

sheet with you so you know exactly what credits you need and what you will have to take to 

finish your degree the following year. This information may also be on your universityôs 

website. 

 

Ç Final Transcript -- Take a copy of your final transcript with you for advising purposes. 

 

Ç Dictionary and/or grammar book -- A German-English dictionary or phrasebook and a basic 

German grammar book will also come in handy.  Plan on buying a good German dictionary 

when you get to Germany. 

 

Ç  Passport-size Photos ï It is a good idea to carry one additional passport-quality photo with 

you as you travel to Germany.  You will need this photo if you decide to purchase a Bahncard 

(a train discount passésee ñGetting Thereò chapter). 

 

Ç  International Student ID Card   - Within Germany you will find that your 

German university I.D. will be useful for student discounts and for identification.  You will 

be issued an I.D. after you register in the fall. However, those buying an airplane ticket 

through STA Travel will be required to purchase an international student ID card.  The card 



 23 

can be purchased for $22 through some local travel agencies or through the STA Travel 

website:   http://www.statravel.com.   

 

Ç  Youth Hostel Pass - If you plan to travel across Europe, youth hostelling is an inexpensive 

way to go.  Youth hostels are an inexpensive alternative to hotels and provide students with 

the opportunity to meet other travelers.  You can purchase a Youth Hostel Pass before your 

departure by contacting a travel agent who sells them or by contacting Hostelling 

International at website http://www.hiayh.org.   You can also wait to purchase a card at any 

youth hostel in Europe.  The Youth Hostel Handbook for Europe helps make planning 

easier.  Some past participants have found that the Youth Hostel Pass is unnecessary; 

others have found it useful.   

 

Ç   Driver's License -- We donôt recommend that you drive in Germany; however, your U.S. 

driver's license is valid for six months in Germany.  It is also good to have with you in 

special circumstances and may be helpful for I.D. purposes.  If there is any chance that you 

will need or want to drive in Germany after six months (such as during the summer 

following the program), you must possess a German license in order to drive legally.  To 

get a German driverôs license you must have your Oregon driverôs license translated by the 

ADAC (German AAA) and then take the translation to your local Strassenverkehrsamt.  

You will need to take the German theoretical driverôs test to get your German driverôs 

license. 

 

Ç  Absentee Voting - Arrange for an absentee ballot with the county election board if there 

will be an election in which you wish to vote while you're in Germany. 

 

Anyone registered to vote in Oregon may request an absentee ballot.  Voters may request that the 

ballot be mailed to them at any address, even to an overseas location.  Ballots requested by voters 

who are overseas are normally mailed six to eight weeks before an election, provided that they are 

requested far enough in advance.  There is no set deadline for submitting an absentee ballot 

request, although voters must allow time for the ballots to be sent out through the mail and 

returned to the clerk by the Election Day deadline.  In other words, do this as soon as you know 

the address where it can be mailed to you. The government will not incur extra cost to expedite 

your ballot.      

 

The completed ballot may be mailed or hand-delivered to the county clerk (mailed to your 

parents, and they deliver it, for instance). In order to be counted, the clerk must receive the ballot  

no later than 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.  Even if the government sent the ballot to you on the slow 

boat to China, you need to make sure that it gets back to them by Election Day if you want it to 

count.  

 

In Oregon the county governments handle the voting process. In other words, to find Absentee 

Applications, go to the website that corresponds to the county where you are already registered. 

The process in each county is different.  Most of these will require that you send a request in 

writing, stating that you are 18, a legal resident of said county, etc., although some have online 

forms.   

 
Benton County:   http://www.co.benton.or.us/elections/ 

Multnomah County:   http://www.co.multnomah.or.us/dbcs/elections/1998-11/factsheet.shtml          

 (see ñHow do I vote  absentee?ò) 

Washington County:   http://www.co.washington.or.us/cgi/electhom/main.pl  

Lane County:   http://www.co.lane.or.us/Elections/absentee.htm 

Linn County:      http://www.co.linn.or.us/clerk.htm   

   (here you especially need to reach out and make personal contact) 

Jackson County:  http://www.co.jackson.or.us/HowDoI.asp?HowDoIID=25&SectionID=93  

   (here again, it will require an email or phone call) 

Union County:    http://www.union-county.org/    (contact the County Clerk) 

Polk County: http://www.co.polk.or.us/Clerk/default.asp  

   (here again, contact the County Clerk) 

Counties not listed: http://www.sos.state.or.us/elections/other.info/clerk.htm 

http://www.statravel.com/
http://www.hiayh.org/
http://www.co.benton.or.us/elections/
http://www.co.multnomah.or.us/dbcs/elections/1998-11/factsheet.shtml
http://www.co.washington.or.us/cgi/electhom/main.pl
http://www.co.lane.or.us/Elections/absentee.htm
http://www.co.linn.or.us/clerk.htm
http://www.co.jackson.or.us/HowDoI.asp?HowDoIID=25&SectionID=93
http://www.union-county.org/
http://www.co.polk.or.us/Clerk/default.asp
http://www.sos.state.or.us/elections/other.info/clerk.htm
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Sources:  Democracy Network/Oregon; League of Women Voters, Oregon State Elections 

Division, ActivoteAmerica 

 

Ç   Taxes  - Be sure to have someone from home send you tax forms, booklets and your W-2 

forms when tax time rolls around, or have them send you an extension form.  Make sure 

that your W-2 from your employer is sent to this person. 

 

Electrical Items and Electricity in Europe 
 

The electrical current and plugs in Europe are different than what you are accustomed to in the 

United States.  Youôll need to make some adjustments to use electronic devices from home, and, in 

some cases, it might be best simply to purchase a European version of the device/appliance once 

you arrive in Germany.   

 

A few important things to note: 

 

(1) The plug shapes, plug holes, plug sizes and sockets are different.  It simply wonôt be 
possible to plug your US device/appliance into a socket in Germany without a plug 

adaptor.  A plug adaptor can be purchased at electronics or travel stores.  Plugs and sockets 

vary between European countries so youôll want to purchase an adaptor that works for 

Germany, but be aware that it might not work for other countries to which you might 

travel.  

 

BUTéBEWARE:  Just because you use a plug adaptor doesnôt mean that your device or 

appliance will work properly.  Plugging a device/appliance into a higher voltage electrical 

current can cause fireworks ï literally!  This reality brings us to point number two.   

(2) The electrical current in Europe is different than in the U.S. The standard in North America 

is 110 to 120 volts at 60Hz whereas the European standard is 220-240 volts.  For this 

reason, you need to be careful when you plug in a device/appliance made for use in the 

U.S.  In some cases, you can use a power convertor (or transformer) that will convert the 

220-240 volt current to the 110 volts that your device/appliance can handle.  In other cases, 

you may have an appliance or device that will make the conversion to a different strength 

of electrical current on its own (some appliances have an input range that includes up to 

240 volts).  Examples of such devices are newer laptops and digital camera battery 

chargers (double check to be sure). 

 

 In all cases, youôll want to confirm how well your devices/appliances will adapt to the 

220-240 volt current in Europe by consulting the product specifications and the 

manufacturer.  You can then decide whether you need a convertor in addition to the plug 

adaptor to allow the device/appliance to function while you are abroad.   

 

Battery chargers, shavers, hair dryers, curling irons and other small appliances should be reviewed 

on a case by case basis.  Because of their power requirements, hair dryers are particularly 

problematic and are best left at home.  In the past, students have preferred purchasing small 

electrical appliances - like hair dryers, small radios, and hotplates -  in Germany so that they donôt 

have to worry about using a converter.  

 

There are numerous websites that you can consult to get a sense of whether you need a converter 

(or transformer) in addition to the adaptor in order to use a particular device/appliance while you 

are abroad.  Some helpful websites are as follows:  

 

http://www.german-way.com/electric.html 

http://users.telenet.be/worldstandards/electricity.htm 

http://www.german-way.com/electric.html
http://users.telenet.be/worldstandards/electricity.htm
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http://goeurope.about.com/cs/electricity/l/bl_electricity.htm. 

 

For more information, do a Google search on ñEuropean Electrical Plug. 

 

Laptop Computers 
 

It is not necessary to bring a laptop computer with you, but most past participants recommend that you 

do so. If you do bring a laptop and have a Gmail or Yahoo account or some other account that has 

worldwide services, you will have little difficulty in Germany working from any modem.  You should 

be aware, though, that to tap into German phone connections you will have to buy the appropriate 

adaptor for the wall socket. If you intend to use the university servers, you will have to configure your 

laptop to those standards ï usually this is quite easy to do.  All newer laptops will require only a simple 

two-prong converter plug to utilize a direct connection to the German electrical system.  Your 

transformer that comes with the computer will easily transform the 220 volt DC system to the voltage 

required for your laptop (usually 12 volts).  
 

Li nens 
 

Alhough your dorm room will be supplied with sheets, pillowcases, and comforter (with cover), 

some students in the past have not been satisfied with their quality.  (The pillows are small, for 

instance.)  Also, most universities have begun charging a small additional laundry fee.  Sheets and 

comforter sizes are different in Germany, so we recommend that you not bring any bedding with 

you from the U.S. but instead wait to purchase it in Germany. Towels are not provided so bring 

your own or plan to buy them there.   

 

Clothing 
 

Winters in Germany are COLD.  It snows.  It's wet. You'll probably do a lot more walking and 

waiting for public transportation than you do here, and a warm winter coat, sturdy and comfortable 

shoes/boots, lots of wool or fleece, and long underwear will keep you more content while doing so. 

A rain slicker and an umbrella are also good to have.   

 

BE PREPARED:  washing machines in Germany may not have a delicate cycle and some wash 

cycles use boiling hot water. Dryers, if available, also may not have a delicate cycle. Pack apparel 

accordingly. 

 

Suggested Miscellaneous Items 
 

V Non-prescription drugs such as Tylenol, Ibuprofen, Aspirin, Midol ï often more expensive 

in Germany 

V Calculator 

V Moleskin 

V Sewing kit (thread, needles, scissors, and safety pins). 

V Swiss Army Knife (with a corkscrew) (do not pack in your carry-on luggage) 

V Travel clock or watch 

V  Camera  

V  Sturdy umbrella 

V Favorite music 

V Frisbee and/or hacky sack (make nice gifts when you leave) 

V Diary or journal (a record of your thoughts and feelings as you embark and throughout the year may 

be your best ñsouvenirò) 

V Pictures of your home, Oregon, family, friends 

V Your checkbook, credit card and/or debit card (see ñPersonal Financesò section later in this 

handbook) 

V Fanny pack 

http://goeurope.about.com/cs/electricity/l/bl_electricity.htm
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V Favorite recipes  - You might bring recipes for holiday specialties: cookies, pumpkin pie, 

turkey dressing, corn bread, cheesecake, etc.  If you plan to bake, you should know that non-metric 

measuring cups and measuring spoons are NOT readily available in Germany.  Chocolate chip cookie 

fans should know that ingredients such as chocolate chips (Brand: Schwartau; Name: Schokoladen 

Tröpfchen), baking powder (Backpulver), and baking soda (Natron) ARE available in some grocery 

stores. (Natron is found at `Apotheken.')  You won't find vegetable shortening, but you can use either 

butter, margarine, or lard. 

VSmall gifts - e.g.,  T-shirts, Northwest candy, cookbooks with  non-metric measuring 

cups and spoons, calendars, myrtlewood  items, posters or nature pictures of Oregon will be much 

appreciated 

 

Sending Regular Mail  
 

If your parents or friends wish to write to you during the month of September while youôre 

attending the orientation in Tübingen, ask them to use the address of the Oregon Study Center in 

Tübingen (see page 9).  (If you will be attending the University of Heidelberg or the University of 

Mannheim, this statement does not apply to you, since you will not be participating in the 

Tübingen orientation.)  After September, they should write to your specific address at the 

university where will be studying for the rest of the semester or year.  Youôll learn your address 

once you are settled in Germany. 

 

Shipping Personal Items 
 

Limit what you ship to Germany.  Please remember that everything you send over must 

eventually be sent home again and German postage and shipping rates are much higher than 

in the U.S. 

 

The US Postal Service no longer offers international shipping via boat/surface mail which had been 

the least expensive shipping option.  The only exception is printed matter weighing more than 11 

pounds.  A summary of international mailing options is listed at: 

http://www.usps.com/international/welcome.htm.  Wait to send packages until at least the middle 

of August to lessen the chance that theyôll arrive before you do.  Your package may get lost if it 

arrives before you arrive at your final university destination. 

 

Address your boxes to yourself at the university you will attend for the year, c/o Oregon 

Programm, Akademisches Auslandsamt.  You will not have your final permanent room number 

and mailing address until after youôve arrived.  Do not send your packages to the Oregon Study 

Center in Tübingen (unless you will be studying in Tübingen).  Instead, send them to the addresses 

listed on page 11 of this handbook. 

 

There are many postal regulations for international shipping and we strongly recommend that you 

get the latest customôs information from your shipper.  You may be charged German duty fees 

depending on the contents of your box(es) or because of the content, they may be sent back to the 

U.S. and never arrive in Germany .   Check with your shipper on sizes and weights before you pack 

a box.   
 

If you must send something airmail (high cost!), send it by regular U.S. post to avoid paying 

additional duties, taxes, and customs fees* in order to claim your box in Germany!  When you send 

something airmail through the U.S. Postal Service, depending upon what you are sending, you may 

wish to state that everything is somewhere between $1 - $50 value to avoid having to pay high 

customs duty and to avoid having your boxes delayed by three weeks or more.  If your parents or 

friends send any items to you with declared values posted on them, the customs office will charge 

you a fee to pick up the item(s).  These fees vary depending on the value that was initially declared 

by the sender. (E.g., a former student reports that his parents sent him a laptop with a declared 

value of $1500; customs wanted over $150 in custom fees before he could get his computer).  

http://www.usps.com/international/welcome.htm
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Often times declaring a value to send items to Germany does not necessarily 

mean the item will be covered by insurance.  

 

Depending on what you are sending, it may be a good idea to insure the boxes or 

packages.  The cost is minimal, and if the box is lost or delayed in shipment, you 

will have a postage receipt with a specific number for your box.  This will 

facilitate tracing the lost item.   A customs declaration is required for every 

package (be sure to write ñused personal goodsò on each customs declaration form), so be sure to 

itemize the contents as you pack; it's the best way to ensure you'll remember everything. 

We recommend that you avoid United Parcel Service (UPS).  UPS often charges additional 

customs fees upon delivery in Germany and tends to complicate the delivery process.   

 

Pass the above information on to anyone who might be sending you things during the year as well. 

 



 28 

 

Considerations for Students with Accompanying Dependents 
 

International study programs present interesting challenges for all students and special challenges 

for students with spouses, significant others or children.  While we want to make our international 

programs accessible to as many students as possible, we also want to present a realistic picture of 

how living and studying in an overseas context can challenge even the most resilient and organized 

students.  Before you commit yourself and your family to an international education program, 

please consider the following points: 

 

1. General support: On their home campus, most students with dependents have a network upon 

which they depend for financial, emotional, and logistical support.  That network will not exist 

when you arrive at your overseas location, though it may develop during your stay. 

 

2. Financial support: Many students depend on part-time work to help meet expenses of going to 

school.  While there may be occasional opportunities to work, your student visa limits you to a 

certain number of hours and finding a job may be challenging.  Depending on guidelines for 

your spouse or significant otherôs visa, work may not be possible.  Those found working 

illegally are often deported. 

 

3. Support for your children : While we understand the difficulties of trying to arrange housing, 

day-care, and schooling for children from afar, the OUS International Programs staff does not 

routinely offer support for these logistical services.   

 

Specifically, the OUS program staff should not be expected to provide day-care or make school 

arrangements for your dependents.  While we may be able to provide some resources and 

information, you must personally handle those logistics.  In some cases we will be able to assist 

with dependent visa arrangements; in other cases we will not be able to offer this assistance.   

 

4. Housing costs quoted in the program cost figures are for single students.  If we are able to 

make housing arrangements for students with accompanying dependents, you can anticipate 

that there will be additional costs.  There is no specific formula for determining the additional 

costs.  Those arrangements are made on a case-by-case basis and will vary according to 

program site and facilities available. 

 

5. You must understand that your dependents will not be able to attend classes with you. 

 

6. Field trips associated with your study program may not be available to your dependents.  

When participation is possible, dependents will be required to pay an excursion fee and to sign 

an OUS release of responsibility form. 

 

While we have presented the ñworst-caseò scenarios here, we want to be realistic in representing 

the considerations that you as a parent or spouse must make as an international program 

participant.  We have had many families participate in OUS International Programs over the years. 

Those who are the most successful have been realistic and flexible in their expectations. 
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GETTING THERE  
 

NOTE FOR MANNHEIM AND HEIDELBERG STUDENTS:  Please see 

your insert and specific instructions sent to you by e-mail regarding program 

dates and arrival instructions.  Most of the dates and directions below do not 

apply to you.  

 

Program Dates 
 

The program begins for everyone (except Heidelberg and Mannheim students) with the mandatory 

orientation in Tübingen. Orientation begins on Tuesday, September 8, 2009, and ends on Tuesday, 

September 30.   Whatever your summer travel or work plans, it's important that you be in 

Tübingen on Tuesday, September 8 to get settled.  A welcome committee is expecting you to 

arrive in Tübingen on that day between 10 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at Studentendorf Waldhäuser Ost, 

Fichtenweg 5. 

 

Some students prefer to arrive in Germany a day or two before the start of the program in order to 

recover from jet lag.  If you do so, prepare to stay in a hotel or youth hostel initially. The dormitory 

rooms in Tübingen will not be available before September 8.  There is a youth hostel in Tübingen 

where you can stay if you decide to do this (see ñArrival in T¿bingenò section later in this chapter 

for more information).  Keep in mind that most stores in Germany are closed on Saturday 

afternoons and all day Sunday.   Arriving on the weekend will require a bit more resourcefulness.  

There are no 24-hour Seven Elevens in Germany, but gas stations and train stations do have shops 

that are open when grocery stores are not.   
 

Airline Ticket 
 

One of your biggest expenditures before departure will be the purchase of your airline ticket.   

There are a variety of options and prices available; itôs best to consult a travel agent to make 

arrangements.   You should plan to purchase your ticket sometime between May and July (earlier is 

better). We encourage you to make your arrangements well in advance of your departure.*  

 

We suggest that you fly into Stuttgart to cut down on travel time and expense getting to Tübingen.  

Frankfurt, however, is another good arrival location.  Later in this chapter, we give instructions to 

Tübingen from each airport.   

 

Here are some important considerations when booking your flight:  

 

 Consult with more than one travel agency: there can be substantial differences in cost between 

them depending on the agentôs expertise and ability to hook you up with charter or discount 

flights.  You might want to contact the travel agency on your campus (if there is one) or STA 

Travel (http://www.statravel.com).  They specialize in travel for students and might have 

special rates.  Discount airfare services over the web are also worth a look (e.g., 

www.studentuniverse.com).   Ask about any restrictions that may apply to your ticket. 

  

 We recommend that you try to purchase a ticket for a non-stop direct flight from the U.S. to 

Europe rather than one that will involve changing planes in the U.S., if possible, to save 

http://www.studentuniverse.com/
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yourself time and hassle. There is a Lufthansa direct flight from Portland to Frankfurt, and 

Northwest/KLM now offers direct service from Portland to Amsterdam.  

 

 We suggest that you fly into Stuttgart to cut down on travel time and expense getting to 

Tübingen. Both Lufthansa and Northwest offer connections to Stuttgart, and you may be able 

to get a flight via Frankfurt or Amsterdam to Stuttgart without any extra cost or for little extra 

cost. Frankfurt is another good arrival location, as it has a train station inside of the airport 

that allows you to travel on to Tübingen by train.  

 

 As noted above, the Baden-Württemberg program begins on Tuesday, September 8, 

2009, so you should look for a flight that leaves on Monday, September 7 and which arrives 

early enough the next day to allow you to travel to Tübingen before 5:00 p.m.  When making 

your return flight reservation** , keep in mind that although the second semester ends on July 

17, 2010, you may want to do some traveling in Europe before heading home. You will be 

able to stay in your dorm room through the end of July. You could also make arrangements 

toward the end of your time in Germany to continue paying rent on your room through 

September, if you wish, which would give you a home base for travel throughout Europe.  

 

 There are several options for the type of ticket. Some students purchase fixed date round-trip 

tickets that allow them to change the date of the return trip for a small fee. Some purchase 

round-trip, open-return-date tickets (often only valid for one year). Still others have decided to 

buy a one-way ticket and purchase a return flight later in the year. (A return ticket purchased 

in Germany can sometimes be less expensive and gives return date flexibility. However, 

buying two one-way tickets is usually more expensive than a round-trip ticket.) Any of these 

options work ï the choice depends on your plans and needs. Check with your travel agency to 

see what options are available.  

 

 In this case, you will check your bags through to Stuttgart, not to Tübingen, as you will need 

to go through customs at the Stuttgart airport.)    

 

*Note: the ñshoulder seasonò for Lufthansa, when airfares will likely decrease from the high 

summer season, will likely begin sometime in early September.  For this reason, many people will 

be trying to purchase Lufthansa tickets for this time period, and competition for seats may be 

significant. Purchase your ticket early. 

 

**Note: you will not be able to make a return flight reservation that is more than one year from the 

date you purchase your ticket (i.e. if you purchase your ticket on May 27, 2009, you cannot initially 

set a return date later than May 27, 2010.) Therefore, we recommend that if you buy a roundtrip 

ticket, you make sure that you are able change your return flight without being charged a large 

penalty. You can then change your return trip date from Germany once the date is less than a year 

in the future.  

 

Bahncard 
 

You may want to purchase a Bahncard immediately upon arrival in Germany if you will be 

traveling to Tübingen by train from the airport and you plan to travel a lot while in Germany. 

This card will provide a discount for travel anywhere in Germany for one whole year and you can use 

the pass right away for your trip to Tübingen.  There are three types of Bahncards available starting 

from Euro 57.*  (E.g., the ñBahncard 50ò will get you 50% off each train ticket you buy for traveling 

inside Germany for one year;  if you are under 27 and ask for the student discount, the ñBahncard 

50òfor students should cost about  Euro 115.) 

  

You purchase this card at the regular ticket office at any railroad station.  You will need to provide a 

passport-size photo as well as an address to which they can send your official Bahncard.  Since you 
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will not yet know your address in the residence hall complex, you can give the address of the Oregon 

Study Center in Tübingen (see page 9). The Resident Director will see that your card reaches you in 

Tübingen.  When you apply you will receive a temporary card until the credit-card-style Bahncard 

comes in the mail.  The Bahncard should be shown each time you purchase a train ticket.  

 

*For updated and more detailed information on the Bahncard and other German railway 

discounts, see the Deutsche Bahn website at http://www.bahn.de  (click next to the flag for 

an English version ï near the upper right-hand corner of page; then, click on ñBahncardò)  

 

Eurail Passes 
 

For those planning to do a lot of traveling throughout Europe, a Eurail pass can be an excellent 

deal.  A variety of different packages are offered which allow you to travel by train for a certain 

number of days through specified countries for a fraction of the normal cost.  To find out more 

about specific packages and prices, visit www.raileurope.com.  You will need to purchase a Eurail 

pass before you leave the U.S. since they are sold only in the U.S.  Itôs also possible to ask 

someone in the U.S. to purchase and mail one to you.  

 

There are also similar deals for Europeans that you may be able to purchase once you are there.  

 

Directions to Tübingen 
 

From Stuttgart  
 

Once you arrive in Stuttgart and have cleared customs and picked up your baggage (figure on 45 

minutes), you should go out the front door for the bus or make your way down to the subway 

station (S-Bahn) below the airport (accessible by escalator) for the train.  

 

By Bus 

 

The easiest, quickest and cheapest way to Tübingen is to take the ñAirport Sprinterò bus. The bus 

leaves every half hour (every hour on weekends) from the bus stop in front of the main arrival 

building at the Stuttgart airport (follow the signs to the Bushaltestelle or ask at the information 

desk). The bus you are looking for has Tübingen written in big green letters on the front and it is 

bus number 828.  When you board, ask the driver for ñeine Karte nach Tübingen.ò The ride will 

cost approximately 4-5  Euros.  The bus will take about an hour to get to Tübingen, and it will take 

you to the main bus/train station in Tübingen (Hauptbahnhof).  From there you will be able to take 

the appropriate bus or catch a taxi to Waldhäuser Ost (WHO).   

 

By Train 

 

Buy a subway ticket before boarding the train that will take you directly to the downtown Stuttgart 

main train station (Hauptbahnhof ï HbF).  Tickets are purchased from machines just before 

descending to the subway platform.   (Press the Einzelfahrkarte button; find Hbf-Stutt in the list and 

enter the corresponding number.)   Validate (stamp) the ticket before you get on the S-Bahn. The ride 

into downtown Stuttgart lasts about 20 minutes. 

 

At the Stuttgart HbF, buy a train ticket to Tübingen (about 9.70 Euros without a Bahncard ï 6.75 

Euros or 4.35 Euros with a Bahncard).  You can purchase your ticket from one of the orange machines 

(Tübingen is button number "9") on the main train platform or in the Reisezentrum located one level 

lower than the train tracks (one level above the subway tracks), right below the flower shop across 

from Gleis 14.  Look for the counter marked Fahrausweise - Inland and ask for a "Fahrkarte nach 

Tübingen - einfach." Buying your ticket in the Reisezentrum will enable you to purchase a Bahncard.  

The train to Tübingen leaves 22 minutes after the hour from 6 AM to 0:22 AM.    

http://www.bahn.de/
http://www.raileurope.com/
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From Frankfurt Airport  
 

Once through the baggage claim and customs, your adventure ñnach Tübingenò will begin.   

If you plan to take the train, simply follow the signs to the trains ñZugò abbreviated DB.  They are 

clearly marked.  To avoid extra complications and costs, it is recommended that you take a train 

directly from the airport and avoid the S-Bahn into the Frankfurt Hauptbahnhof.  The ñFernbahnhofò 

is the train station at the airport. You can check train connections in advance by going to the Deutsche 

Bahn website (English version): http://www.bahn.de/international/view/en/index.shtml. 

 

After proceeding through a long passage, you will come to a glassed-in veranda just above the 

entrance to the trains.  You can purchase a Bahncard and ticket in the Reisezentrum there, or you 

can use one of the Fahrkarten machines that are also present.  Just push (ñdr¿ckenò) the picture 

window (ñBildschirmò)  and select the English flag button to get instructions for purchasing your 

ticket. A second class ticket from the airport (Flughafen) to Tübingen/Stuttgart should cost 

approximately 64 Euros without the Bahncard.  

 

You will have to take the train from Frankfurt to Stuttgart , then change trains and take one to the  

Tübingen main train station. Many direct trains connecting Frankfurt and Stuttgart are Intercity 

Express (ICE) trains and require  the most expensive surcharge called a Zuschlag.  Less expensive and 

slightly slower are the ECs and the ICs.  Most trips will require you to umsteigen ñtransferò at either 

Mannheim or Karlsruhe.   

 

To find your train, simply go down the entrances and near the bottom there should be signs telling you 

which train goes where.  Use that information and go to the correct Gleis ñtrackò and continue your 

journey.  As noted above, you will need to make a second transfer in Stuttgart to get to Tübingen.  

There are hourly departures to Tübingen from Stuttgart.  
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Sample Frankfurt-Stuttgart Train Schedule  
(The following example is dated; you will need to pick up a new schedule) 

 

 
 

 

 

 




































































































































































































